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E laine Wightman, 72, of Hernando Beach, FL passed away on Monday February

26, 2018. “Laine”, as she was known to friends and family, was born March 30,
1945 in Salem, MA. The daughter of Albert V. and Ethel Latauska, Laine spent her

early years in Hartford, CT and Crystal Lake, IL before the family moved to Sunland,

CA in 1955. During her adolescence Laine enjoyed equine hobbies, breaking and
training horses and taught ballroom dancing. She was also a regular dancer on Pacific

Bandstand, a weekly televised dance show. Laine attended Villa Cabrini Catholic CA
and Verdugo Hills High School, followed by attendance at Woodbury University.

Laine’s first date with the love of her life was on January 1, 1965 when they attended the
Tournament of Roses Parade in Pasadena, CA. Laine and Winton “Toby” Wightman, were

married April 10, 1965. During those early years of marriage, Laine flaunted her adventurous
spirit by riding motorcycles in the desert, always wanting to be the fastest girl among them all!

The birth of her two daughters did not slow her down. While Toby’s job as a civil engineer took
the family from California to New York, Idaho, Virginia and Georgia, Laine spent the decades
camping, hiking with her “Crazy Lady” group, bowling and volunteering as a Girl Scout Leader

and Trainer, teaching advanced survival skills. Laine excelled at all, even taking home a
championship bowling trophy from a tournament in the District of Columbia.

Once the girls had moved out to live on their own, Laine shifted her efforts to support many

worthy causes close to her heart. She remained a key contributor and supporter for Small Paws
Pet Rescue and the Elephant Sanctuary in Hohenwald, TN until her passing. Laine also quietly

supported multiple female owned small-businesses located worldwide and contributed to
numerous charitable and social causes. Laine was most recently elected to serve on the Board of
Directors for the Hernando Beach Property Owners Association. Laine enjoyed being outside and

treated every day as an adventure. Her more recent hobbies included cruising, traveling by car,
RV or motor home, visiting the casinos, cards with friends and socializing with her always growing

circle of friends and family.
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Laine was fiercely loyal to friends and family and celebrated every accomplishment, no matter
how small, achieved by her children and grandchildren. She was a proud and supportive wife,

mother, grandmother who was recently blessed by the birth of her first great grandson.

Laine leaves behind her loving husband of 52 years Winton (Toby) Wightman), Daughter and

son-in-law Amy and Christopher Giorgio, Daughter and son-in-law Susan and Lee Triesch,
Granddaughter Noel Miller and husband Ben, Grandson Max Triesch, Granddaughters Alexis and
Bailey Triesch, Great-grandson William Miller, Brother and Sister-in-Law Steven and Jackie

Latauska and Brother Michael Latauska. Additionally she leaves her beloved furry family
members Cassie, Dusty and Sparky. She will be missed by all.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 on Tuesday March 6, 2018 at Grace Memorial Funeral
Home, 16931 U.S. Hwy 19, North Hudson, FL 34667, (727) 863-5471
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Visitation

Grace Memorial Gardens Funeral Home

16931 Us Highway 19 North, Hudson FL 34667

Funeral Service

Grace Memorial Gardens Funeral Home

16931 Us Highway 19 North, Hudson FL 34667

Cemetery Details

Grace Memorial Gardens

16931 Us Highway 19 North, Hudson FL 34667

(727) 233-7993
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Tuesday, March 6, 2018

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM ET

Tuesday, March 6, 2018

11:00 AM ET
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Tribute Wall Elaine A. Wightman
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Anonymous sent a Florist Choice Bouquet to the Wightman family.

March 30 at 4:48 AM

AG

Tamara O'hearn August 31 at 7:13 PM

Beautiful Amy, I miss you!

Ann March 10 at 1:44 PM

Laine ‘always’ Loved me ..Even when years and Miles separated us.We’ll ALL meet you in

Heaven,my Dear Friend.

Susan Triesch March 9 at 6:12 AM

You are so right on all! This brought a smile to my face Amy. Thank you for that!

Amy Giorgio posted:

Mom taught us to say our prayers. She taught us proper etiquette (in the event we were ever invited

to dine at the White House. Not kidding.) She taught us to moo at cows whenever we drove by,

occasionally stopping the car just for that purpose. She had the most beautiful handwriting and the

prettiest hands. She never missed a birthday or anniversary, and sent cards for every occasion. Mom

inherited her mother's love of decorating for the holidays, especially & including St. Patrick's Day &

Christmas. She liked to drive fast and had the skills to back it up. She became a certified travel agent,

and was a respected, online expert in the subjects of cruising and Las Vegas, She worried about

everybody, all the time.

March 9 at 5:01 AM

AN

ST

ID Ilee Dentification posted:

from Robert White, Princess Bella's new Papa, and his friend, Kathryn, we miss you so much,

already. It is hard to miss your presence in our world, Bichon, and otherwise, even though we never

met you. We have nothing but the most love and admiration for all that you accomplished, the lives

that you saved, and the joy that you brought to the lives of so many fluffs, as well as those of us who

now have the honor and pleasure of taking care of the babies you sent to us to care for.We weep for

your family, but for you, "Go rest high on that mountain. Your work on earth is done." We will do our

utmost to continue on with your work, and will pray for your family, who miss you so much.All our

grateful love,Robert and kathryn

March 6 at 11:18 PM
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TF Tornavacca Family posted:

Dear Toby, all your children and family. Our loving thoughts do surround you in this your most difficult

time. We remember Laine with love. It is so sad to say good bye. We offer our special prayers for

peace in your heart and always. Sincerely, Wally, Lou and Mark.

March 5 at 5:21 PM

MS Marybeth Sullivan sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Wightman family.

March 5 at 2:07 PM

MM Marykate Maddock posted:

How blessed we at SPR are to have had Laine amongst us.Although I didn't know her, reading about

her life I wish I was that privileged. What an amazing woman !May God wrap His loving arms around

each of you. May you be given the strength, comfort, and love you need.Praying for you,Marykate

March 5 at 10:33 AM

TW Tina And Bruce Burns, Woodstock, Ga. sent a Heavenly Heights Bouquet to the

Wightman family.

March 5 at 8:17 AM

TF The Slagle Family sent a Lavender Reflections Spray to the Wightman family.

March 5 at 3:27 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Wightman family.

March 4 at 4:35 PM
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LG Linda Garrison posted:

I have always believed that someday we will all be reunited with our beloved 'fluff's at the Rainbow

Bridge, but through the years of knowing and contributing to Small Paws, I am absolutely convinced

all the wonderful people who are part of Small Paws, will meet together in the hereafter to celebrate

our friendship and love of Bichons. Rest in Peace, dear Elaine - you truly have life worthy of a

heavenly rest. God Bless your family in this time of sadness. Linda Garrison, Henderson, NV

March 4 at 1:13 PM

AF Art & Donna Nielsen And Family sent an Enchanted Cottage to the Wightman

family.

March 4 at 12:05 PM

AN

Amy Giorgio March 5 at 4:37 AM

Oh wow, I hadn't seen this. Thank you so much, Art. 💗

Art Nielsen shared a photo to the Toby & Laine album.

March 4 at 11:39 AM

AG

Anonymous sent an Arrive in Style to the Wightman family.

March 4 at 10:01 AM

JH Jan Hunn posted:

Much love and appreciation in memory of a caring, loving woman. My prayers go out to you in her

loss.

March 4 at 5:57 AM
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PE Patricia Eakle posted:

I haven’t had the pleasure of meeting your wife and mother, but she sounds like a wonderful person.

I’m sure I would have loved her. My husband and I just adopted our Bichon daughter two weeks ago,

and I cannot tell you how much we appreciate every member of Small Paws 🐾 Rescue. It’s such a

wonderful organization. I pray for your comfort and peace as you share your wonderful memories.

March 3 at 5:57 PM

SH Shoshana Hochwery posted:

Although I was not blessed with meeting beloved Elaine in this world, I hold Small Paws Rescue

extremely close to my heart. The loyalty & passion she displayed, vastly contributed to the success

of saving our Furr~Babies. What a wonderful & selfless woman she was and I want to take this

opportunity to thank her for saving my baby and so~so many more. Not many can hold a candle up

to Elaine. May you be blessed with your heart-held memories forever. Fondly,Shoshana & my

Scruffy~Bubulah

March 3 at 5:47 PM

LD Linda Dunmoyer lit a candle in honor of Elaine.

We didn't know Elaine but we want to send our condolences and heartfelt

sympathy to her family. We are the proud owners of 4 rescue dogs from Small

Paws and appreciate everything she did to make that possible.All for Jesus,Larry

and Linda Dunmoyer

March 3 at 1:01 PM

FF From, Rosemary And Alan Zeni And Family. sent a Beautiful in Blue to the

Wightman family.

March 3 at 1:01 PM

DJ Debbie Jones posted:

Though I did not personally know Elaine, I shared a passion for Bichons with her by also helping

process applications. I know she is being greeted by many fluffs that have gone on before her, yet

lived good lives due to her dedication to Small Paws. Condolences to her family.

March 3 at 9:43 AM
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AC Anne Cataldo posted:

Thank you so very much for helping us to get the loves of our lives, jeter and giana.Although JETER

IS NOW IN HEAVEN , HIS SISTER IS STILL WITH US BRINGING US SO MUCH LOVE AND HAPINESS. I

KNOW YOU ARE WITH THE ANGELS, ANNE CATALDO

March 3 at 9:16 AM

Anonymous sent a Fairest of All to the Wightman family.

March 3 at 3:23 AM

FS From So Cal posted:

Thank you so much for being a Small Pawser! Condolences to your loved ones, family and friends,

both two legged and four. Godspeed, oh wait, you're already there in heaven!

March 3 at 12:28 AM

MW Miree Wood posted:

I’m so sorry about Elaine. You will be in my thoughts and prayers. She will be missed by her Small

Paws family.

March 2 at 5:49 PM

TC Teri Cameron posted:

Holding you in all in our thoughts and prayers.

March 2 at 5:00 PM
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SL

Amy Giorgio March 3 at 9:34 AM

We love you, Uncle Steve, and can't wait to see you. 💗

Steve Latauska posted:

I am very saddened at the passing of my amazing and wonderful sister. Though we had not seen

each other for a number of years, there was never a day or week that went by when I wished we

could have spoken. I loved her dearly and was always very proud of Laine, Toby and their wonderful

daughters Amy & Susan, and their families. Since I also have a soft spot for animals, I always admired

her work with Small Paws Rescue. What a big heart she had, and I will cary loving memories of her all

my life. Good-bye for now Laine. I hope we meet again in Heaven. I love you sis!

March 2 at 4:56 PM

AG

BM Bonnie Margolis posted:

My deepest condolences to Laine’s family. She was a devoted volunteer for Small Paws Rescue and

after reading about her, she sounds like she truly lived and loved to the fullest. May you all find

comfort in good memories...and the knowledge that the good she did continues to resonate in

you...and for many others whose lives she touched.

March 2 at 4:20 PM

AW Arleen Wentworth posted:

Thank you for all you do for Small Paws Rescue. Arleen w.

March 2 at 3:49 PM

GT Gisela Towner posted:

Sincerest condolences to Laine's family. I can't enen imagine how many sweet Bichons will be

meeting Laine at the gates to heaven. Much light from a fellow SPR volunteer.

March 2 at 3:14 PM

FH Fran Halley posted:

My sincere sympathy for family and friends Elaine left behind. She was a loving and beautiful person

and will be missed.Fran Halley

March 2 at 3:02 PM
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LS Lynn S posted:

My sincere condolences for your loss. I appreciate Laine,s contributions to Small Paws Rescue. Lynn

and my SPR pup Ziva

March 2 at 3:00 PM

LF Lori Foster posted:

I never had the pleasure of meeting Elaine but I know she helped in so many ways to pave the way

for the adoption of so many Bichons that came into Small Paws Rescue. Our thoughts and prayers

are with the family of Elaine. I know that there will be so many fluffs at the gates of heaven waiting on

the arrival of Elaine.Lori and Andy FosterTennessee Team Leader

March 2 at 2:55 PM

MF Marianne Foppiano sent a Sweet Tenderness to the Wightman family.

March 2 at 2:48 PM

EK Elaine Kelly posted:

I know you are enjoying being greeted by so many furry friends that want to thank you for helping

them find a loving, forever home. God speed, Elaine.

March 2 at 2:30 PM

LN

Susan Sutton March 2 at 9:18 PM

What a wonderful legacy of compassion, kindness, and selflessness Laine has left and so

many lives have been touched by Laine's kind deeds to her people and furry friends.

Linda Norris posted:

I currently have three adoptees, Sugar Bear, Jack and Bailey, and have been fostering and therefore

adopting since 2001. I probably have been the beneficiary of Laine's expertise more than once. Laine

obviously loved being of service to the cause of Small Paws Rescue. She will be greatly missed.Linda

Norris

March 2 at 1:54 PM

SS
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MP Much Love From The Fullers And Platts sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Wightman

family.

March 2 at 1:45 PM

GH

Maggie Morrisey March 2 at 1:47 PM

My sincerest condolences on such a terrible loss. May she rest in peace and may all of you

find comfort in your memories.

Gayleen Horstkamp posted:

Dear Toby & family,We are so very sorry for your loss....Laine was a wonderful person & a great

friend.Laine will be missed so very much. Her dedication to her beliefs including Small Paws Rescue

was amazing. I remember the time we met Laine & Toby at our home in Napa, CA. It was so nice to

meet both of them. What terrific people! I will miss my friend.Love, Gayleen & Bernie Horstkamp

March 2 at 1:31 PM

MM

GH Gayleen Horstkamp lit a candle in honor of Elaine.

March 2 at 1:24 PM

LH Love, Don And Linda Hilton sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Wightman

family.

March 2 at 12:46 PM

SH Shannon posted:

What an amazing woman and fantastic supporter of Small Paws Rescue. Can't thank you enough for

all you have done for the fluffs all these years. I hope you are at peace and your family takes your

fantastic memories and love with them everywhere. God Bless.Shannon in NorCal

March 2 at 12:28 PM
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JM Jorose Melchiorre posted:

RIP Laine. We have adopted two of our Bichon from Small Paws and the process is simple thanks to

people like you. You will be greatly missed. Prayers for your family!Joe and JoRose Melchiorre

March 2 at 12:22 PM

DL Deborah Leithe posted:

To the family of Elaine Wightman:While I did not know Elaine, I am the Mom of two rescued Bichons. I

do know that only very special people, do the type of work that she did for Small Paws. Think of her

often and with love always. Deborah Leithe

March 2 at 12:12 PM

JR Joanne Raus posted:

Although I never had the pleasure of working with Laine, I know how much time she put into her job

as application processor. She will be dearly missed and remain in our hearts and memories always.

Wishing you peace to bring you comfort, courage to face the days ahead and loving memories to

forever hold in your hearts. My deepest sympathy, Joanne Raus Board Member Small Paws Rescue

March 2 at 11:51 AM

JK Jill Konradt lit a candle in honor of Elaine.

Thank you for all you have done to bring us our special fur babies..bless you and

your family.Jill KonradtSouth Carolina

March 2 at 11:18 AM

HM Helen Morrill posted:

I am so sorry to learn of this great loss to you. Laine's family. We all share in this loss. We thank God

for Leonie and celebrate the awesome life He has given her. And, we rejoice in knowing that Laine is

in the presence of Jesus.I have fought the good fight. I have finished the race. I have kept the faith.

Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord , the righteous Judge, will

give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. 'll Timothy

4:7-8. Chaplain Helen Morrill, Canines For Christ. And Small Pawser

March 2 at 11:12 AM
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BM Barbara Mckelvey posted:

This is such sad news. Laine and I connected a short time ago. She is Cassie's Mama. Cassie is our

Sammy's Mama whom we adopted from Small Paws Rescue. We shared photos. I am so happy I

connected with her. She was a true gem.

March 2 at 11:12 AM

RS Rae Steeb posted:

I am so sorry for your family's loss. She will be missed greatly by her Small Paws family also.

March 2 at 11:07 AM

DG Denise Guzzardi posted:

My heart and prayers go out to the family and all those lives and hearts she touched. May He keep

the family in His warm blanket of love.

March 2 at 11:00 AM

KS Kathryn Smith posted:

Blessings and Bright Lights to Guide and Comfort each of you during this Time of Transition©️

March 2 at 10:56 AM

Anonymous sent a Lavender Reflections Spray to the Wightman family.

March 2 at 10:51 AM

MM Michelle Marn posted:

Though I don't personally know you I am bonded through my ❤️of Bichons.Thank you for devoting a

decade of hard work and time for these little guys you will be missed. Michelle Fort Wayne, In

March 2 at 10:46 AM
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PK Pat Kelley posted:

She is happy sitting next to Jesus. Love to her family

March 2 at 10:45 AM

PB Patrice Brophy posted:

You will be dearly missed. The Small Pawsers family will forever be grateful for your service.Rest In

Peace!Patrice Brophy

March 2 at 10:44 AM

JS Judy Scaglione posted:

Prayers going out for Elaine and family.. I'm sorry for your loss! Many thanks for Elaine's volunteer

service to Small Paws and to her family.. for that was time that could have been spent with you. It's

because of people like Elaine, that SPR has been so successful in placing rescued pups. May your

sorrow be replaced with wonderful memories of happy times.

March 2 at 10:41 AM

NP Norma Pruss posted:

Lanie was a member of our Small Paws Rescue family, and we are diminished by her passing. God

speed, Lanie! We'll look to the heavens for a new star shining on us all. Please give a hug and a pat to

all the SPR rescues at the Bridge ...Sincerely, Norma PrussOld Town, FL

March 2 at 10:32 AM
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DS

Linda C Venezia March 10 at 11:20 AM

RIP Laine- I am a proud and devoted mommy of two rescues that I adopted when they were 8

yrs old. Molly Marie will be 14 in June and Anabelle Gia just turned 12. To think that you were

involved in the application to choose and send my babies to me- I can’t thank you enough!

Now I know that God worked through you to send my beautiful girls. Ty Sweetheart; God

Bless You and to know that you are in heaven amongst all those beautiful Bichons warms my

heart.❤️🙏😇

Darlene H Slawson posted:

Thank you for the service you provided for Small Paws. RIP you will be missed

March 2 at 10:27 AM

LV

BC Brant Cramer posted:

Small Paws Rescue will always remember her dedication and support for so many years. As an ex-

trustee, I know of her services, and I applaud her. Peace

March 2 at 10:26 AM

Anonymous sent an Enchanted Cottage to the Wightman family.

March 2 at 10:26 AM

DM Deb Martindale posted:

I never got the honor to meet Laine, but wish I had. I would tell her all about the loving Bichons she

helped to get into my home. She will be missed, by many. I have a funny suspicion that when she

enters, there will be soooo many white fluffy dogs greeting her and thanking her. My sympathies to

the family...you were blessed to have her.Deb Martindale, North Carolina

March 2 at 10:20 AM
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BM Brenda Martin posted:

She was fabulous! And she will be greatly miss at Small Paws...I know those that have crossed the

Rainbow Bridge were waiting for her with their fluffy butts wagging! I know I have 5 there waiting....!

❤️🙏

March 2 at 10:10 AM

PD Pam Dornbaum posted:

We are so very saddened to hear of Elaine’s passing- although we never have met her, we are sure

that she took part in getting our two babies Brooks and Giselle to our home. Sending you prayers and

hugs at this difficult time.Pam and Michael Dornbaum ❤️🙏

March 2 at 10:10 AM

BE Bekye Eckert posted:

Although I never had the opportunity to know Laine personally, as a Board member of Small Paws

Rescue I am well aware of the substantial contribution of time and caring she gave freely and lovingly

to help homeless Bichons find the perfect forever homes. Heaven is infinitely richer for her presence

there.

March 2 at 6:36 AM

CL Cindy Leigh posted:

I was so sorry to hear about Laine’s death. I did not know her personally, but as a member of the

Small Paws Rescue Board, I know how many hours she spent helping to process applications and get

Bichons places in wonderful homes. My thoughts are with the family, and I pray your many memories

of Laine will sustain you at this difficult time. May peace be with you!

March 2 at 6:00 AM
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GH Gladys Moore & Cal Holland posted:

We are going to miss Laine so much, she was a sweet, fun, and truly nice lady that my husband and I

were just getting to know. Loosing Laine is a loss to our entire Hernando Beach community, the

property owners association and the Hernando Beach Club. She and Toby were great "Trivia Team"

members on our Trivia Team at the club, she was smart and fun. Her contribution to the Hernando

Beach Property Owners Association were many and valued by our members who elected her a

director. Our heart felt condolences and prayers go out to Toby and her family. She will be sadly

missed.

March 2 at 4:55 AM

WM Wayne & Ann Michael lit a candle in honor of Elaine.

Laine had many gifts (talents) but I believeher very Best Gift; is Loving you no

matterwhat! When you visited with her, she madeyou feel like there was no one else

in a crowed room❣️ She also had a sparkling, bubblingPersonally❣️ And Boy could

she “trick” You‼️She was my Friend Always, no matter how many miles separated

us; our Love and Friendship remained strong❣️I’ll meet you in Heaven, where we both will beable to

Run & Best of All .. No Pain‼️I’ll Love You Forever .. My Dear, Dear, ForeverFriend❣️ Our Love & Thanks

for the Fun Memories💕😘

March 1 at 10:32 PM

BF Bonnie Ferguson posted:

Laine was very special to me. We worked together for many years.Laine was an application

processor for Small Paws®️ Rescue working tirelessly making phone calls and sending emails to help

insure our Bichons went to good homes.She was a sweet, loving, loyal person and will be greatly

missed.My deepest condolences to you Toby and family. My thoughts and prayers are with you at

this time.With sadness and much love,Bonnie Ferguson Director of Adoptions Small Paws®️ Rescue,

Inc.

March 1 at 7:37 PM
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RP Robin Pressnall posted:

Laine was so very involved with Small Paws®️ Rescue for so many years, working diligently as a

volunteer application processor. She would screen the applications from people wanting to adopt

Bichons from Small Paws, to insure they were going to safe homes.I know right where she is now,

because I knew her heart. She's in Heaven with my Jesus and I will see her again. I will thank her for

her tremendous dedication to these Bichons and to Small Paws®️ Rescue. Her's was a life well lived

and she will be missed.To Toby and her family, our prayers are with you at this sad and difficult

time.With Much Love and Respect,Robin Pressnall Executive Director Small Paws®️ Rescue Inc.

March 1 at 6:49 PM

Anonymous sent a Full Of Love Bouquet to the Wightman family.

March 1 at 11:54 AM

BF Bonnie Finn posted:

Dear Toby, Amy & Susan,This is terrible news. I am so sorry. I've know Laine since we were 10 years

old. She was a highlight of my youth! Remember the story about how we were having a sleepover at

her house and she talked me into walking back to my house with her in the middle of the night to

grab some chocolate? I really didn't want to do it but was mesmerized by her salesmanship. We

didn't complete our mission after I piped up something about "coyotes come out at night." We ran

back to her house! Or whole family was close to all the Latauskas, what a great group. We thought

Toby was wonderful and, boy, we were right.Thinking of all of you with such fondness.Love,Bonnie

March 1 at 11:23 AM

SI Siena sent a Beautiful Dreams to the Wightman family.

March 1 at 11:20 AM

DM David, Rita & Dan Miller sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Wightman

family.

March 1 at 10:25 AM
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Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Wightman family.

March 1 at 9:48 AM

Anonymous sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Wightman family.

February 28 at 1:47 PM
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AN Art Nielsen shared a photo to the Toby & Laine album. March 4 at 11:39 AM

1973 Granit Christmas Party
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Elaine by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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